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Prerequisites

- Participants should either have a solid academic foundation in a discipline relevant to the study of urban
design and urban transformation, or be willing to acquire basic knowledge of key concepts, theories, and
contemporary challenges related to cities, their development, and their social, spatial, and political
dimensions. - Participants can independently obtain, critically assess, integrate, and interpret information
from academic literature, databases, and other relevant sources, including sources in English; formulate
research questions; and develop evidence-based arguments and conclusions. - Participants are expected
to be able to work independently and collaboratively in an interdisciplinary academic environment, engage
critically with perspectives from other disciplines, participate in academic discussion, and apply knowledge
and methods from their own field to the analysis of complex urban transformation processes.



Course objective

This course explores how small-scale interventions in urban space can serve as laboratories for
understanding the processes and forces driving urban transition. It starts with the establishment of a
relationship between health, urban complexity, and planning for transition; subsequently presenting street
experiments as an approach to testing alternative forms of urban development... Where some mythical
assumptions of the field are quickly toppled. We will collectively investigate street experiments through two
overlapping dimensions: space and politics. The spatial dimension - more quantifiable - examines how the
physical characteristics of streets shape the outcomes of interventions, while the political dimension - rather
qualitative - explores how experiments interact with governance, competing interests, public life and the
right to the city. Through case studies and research tasks, students develop and test hypotheses about the
relationships between spatial interventions and their broader social and political consequences.

Course-related learning outcomes

Knowledge

- global achievements, covering theoretical foundations as well as general and selected specific issues that
are relevant to scientific disciplines studied at the Doctoral School, to the extent that enables revision of
existing paradigms, P8S_WG/ SzD_WO01

Skills

- critically analyze and assess scientific research results, work of experts and other creative activities
together with their contribution to knowledge development, P8S_UW/ SzD_U02

- initiate debates, P8S_UK/ SzD_U06

- plan and implement individual and team research projects, also in the international community, P8S_UO/
SzD_U09

Social competencies

- critically assess achievements within a given scientific discipline, P8S_KK/ SzD_KO01

- initiate actions in the public interest, P8S_KO/SzD_KO05

- maintain and develop the ethos of research and creative communities, including: - conducting
independent scientific activity, - respecting the principle of public ownership of the results of scientific
activities, including the principles of intellectual property protection. P8S_KR/ SzD K07

Methods for verifying learning outcomes and assessment criteria
Learning outcomes presented above are verified as follows:

The course consists of four consecutive modules each supported by a practical exercise (Tasks).
The tasks comprise:

Desk review (all tasks)

Data analysis (all Tasks)

Interpretation (all tasks)

Synthesis and communication of the results (all, specially L4-Discussion)

All tasks are weighted equally and graded against the scale
(2.0; 3.0; 3.5; 4.0; 4.5; 5.0)

Active participation is graded addtional to the tasks.
To pass the course the participant has to achieve the minimum grade (average of all tasks + participation),
deliver all tasks, and achieve minimum attendance.

Programme content

Health and Planning

Urban Complexity

Planning for Transition

Spatial and Political dimensions of Planning



Course topics

L1 — Health, complexity, planning for transition
Street experiments, Introduced as laboratories/research instruments
Task 1: Investigating effects/benefits of interventions

L2 — Spatial dimension
Physical/spatial attributes and their influence on outcomes
Task 2: Spatial Attributes of Street Experiments

L3 — Political dimension
Governance, interests, public life, right to the city
Task 3: Governance Models and Engagement levels

L4 — Discussion
Testing hypotheses and reflecting on conditions for transformation

Teaching methods

Lectures
Consultations
Seminars
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Breakdown of average student's workload

classes/tutorials, preparation for tests/exam, project preparation)

Hours ECTS
Total workload 50 2,00
Classes requiring direct contact with the teacher 8 0,00
Doctoral student's own work (literature studies, preparation for laboratory | 42 2,00




